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E xo p. xx. Partof Ver. 5. — af 


I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, viliting 
the Iniquity of the Fathers upou the Children, 
unto thetiird and fourth Genenation of them 
that bate Me. aes 4 


fet 
Mong the feveral Motives made ufe of by 
A God, to difcourage Men from breaking im 
upon his moft holy and juft Laws: The 
fear of Punifhment,he is fo often pleas’d to infli@ in 
this Life, is one of thofe, by which ke imprefles 
an Awe on the Minds of fuch Perfons, as will not 
fuffer themfelves to be influenc’d by the more foft 
_ and endearing Methods of hisGoodnefs. _ In the 
great variety of which judgments, my Text in- 
forms us of one of a forer Kind, he has denoune’d 
againft Sinners of the firft Rank; namely, That 
he will vifit the Offences of Parents upon Children, un- 
to the third and fourth Generation of them that HATE 
him. From which folemn Declaration ee 
God, and interwoven into the Body of thofe Mo- 
ral Precepts, which were defign’d to be of perpe+ 
tual Obligation : We have the greateft Reafon to. 
acquiefce in the Truth of the Fact now before us ; 
That God Almighty, upon -fome. /pecial and very 
extraordinary Occafions, will vifit the Iniquity of 
the Fathers upou their Children ; Or the Sins of 
ene Generation on thofe that facceed it. ..% 
However, fuch in all Ages has been the Des 
generacy of Mankind, that even the moft pow- 
erful Reftraints have not been, fuficient to keep 
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>em back from Sins of the moft prefumptuous and 
dangerous Kind, how difmal and lafting foever 
they ‘had reafon to apprehend the Confequences of 
might be: Yet they had the hardinefs to venture 

on the commiffion of ’em ; and in defiance of the 
-moft fore Judgments denounc’d by God, to run the 
hazzard of ’emthemfelves, and to tranfmit the 

Guilt of ’em to Pofterity. ‘ 

- Of the general Truth now before us, fetting 
_afide the Scripture-Examples of that kind; we 
have a plain Inftance in the furprizing Wicked- 

nefs of our Forefathers, which gave occafion to the 

Rife, and w 4 juft Caufe of the Continuance of this 

Days mournful Solemnity. For however maay of 

’em might have been deluded upon their firft fet- 
ting out, it was impoflible for em not to have 

fully difcern’d at length all the fatal Confequences 

of that unnatural Rebellion, in which they were 
engagd. They muft have fore/een the Calamities 
to which many Thoufands of Perfons would in- 
evitably be expos’d: The plentiful effafion of Chri- 
ftian Blood; caus’d by the mutual Diffentions of 

Fellow-Subjetts and Fellow-Chriftians, work’d up to 

the higheft pitch of Enmity againi each other; 

The certain Deftru@tion of the Ecclefiaftical and 

Givil Form of Government appily effablifh’d in 

thefe Kingdoms, and of Ove of the beft of Princes 

plac’d at the Head of ’em: I fay, the Contrivers 
‘and Aéfors of this Days Villany, maf have been 
more or lefs fenfible of all this, and of the hei- 
nous Guilt they were then going to involve them- 
felves and Pofterity in, and yet they were notafraid 
to leave fuch-a ftanding Monument of National 

Wickednefs ? /o fure a pledge of lafing Vengeance 

behind ’em: . 

Under thefe Circumftances, Is it tobe imagin’d, - 
That God Almighty fhould be an unconcern’d Spe- 
Sator of Actions fo notorioufly Sinful, of Perfons 
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that had gone fuch lengths in Wickednefs ! had fo 

. far exceeded the common meafure of Corruption? 
On the other Hand, might it not more reafonably 
have been expected , by thofe who more wifely 

_confidered the ends of his Providence, that:he 
fhould vifie the Sins of fuch Fathers upon their Children, 
(as he has declared in the Text ‘he -will do upon 
the like Occafions) even unto the third and ra 
Generation of themthat HATE him. | 

ladifcourfin g more particularly on whichWords, 
it may not be improper, 

' Firft, To offer fomething in Vindication of this 
way of God’s dealing with Mankind, in vifiting 
upon fome extraordinary Occafions, the Iniquity 
of the Fathers upon the Children; Or the Sins of exe 
Generation on fucceeding Ages. ‘From whence | i 
fhall proceed, 

Secondly, Toapply the general Doétrine conitaiand 
inthe Text, tothe particular Sin, or rather compli- 
cation of Sins, we are now oad aay in God’s 
Houfe. And, inthe 

Third and laft place, To lay down fome Direéti-. 
ons neceflary to be obfervd, in order to prevent a 
farther Vifitation of that crying Sin upon os, and 
our Pofterity. 

Firft then, I propofe to offer fomething i in. Via ‘ 
dication of this way of God’s dealing with Maa~ 
kind, in vifiting, upon fome extraordinary Occafi- 
ons, ‘the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the Children, ’ 
Or the Sins of one Generation om fucceeding Ages.) | 

The Difficulties attending which Doctrine: will, : 
I prefume, be fully clear’d up by a due Confidera- 
sue oe thefe three Things," 

, Of the more than ‘ordinary Malignity. of 
snate as which God is provok’d to vifit on the 
Children of wicked Parents. -- 8 

Secondly, OF the manner jee which he will a 


fit thofe “Sins. 
“Thirdly, 
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_ Thirdly, Of the Character and Qualifications of 
thofe Perfons on whom he determines thus to vifit 
the Sins of their Fathers. 
- Firff, Then it will be of fome ufe to us, in or- 
der to free the Doctrine of the Text from the diffi- 
culties that may feem toaccompany it, to confider— 
the more than ordinary Malignity of thofe Sins, 
which God is provok’d to vifit upon the Off {pring 
of wicked Parents. . The Sin more particularly” 
pointed atin the Text, is erat of Idolatry, confider’d 
under different Views; whichit muft be confefs’d 
is a Sin of fo very abfurd and heivous a Nature, fo 
directly contrary to the maft natural Notions of God 
implanted in the Scul of every Man; and withal in- 
cludes fo high a Degree of Contempt of him, 
that nowonder he fhou!d fet a diftinguifhing mark 
of his Difpleafure, on fech frupid and prefligately 
wicked Perfons, as fhould prefume to worfhip the 
Creature more than the Creator; or to change 
the Glory of the incorruptible God, into Images 
made like to corruptible Man, Rom, 1. 23. 

Other Sins upon which the Curfe in the’ Text 
may likewife be fuppos’d to beentail’d, are fuch as 
ja their Nauure include az open Defiance of, and 
Hoflility againft God ; as we learn from the: De- 
claration in the Text, importing That he will vifie 
the Sins of the Fathers upon the Children, unto the third 
and fourth Generation of them that H ATE him, 
Under which general Term, jointly applicable 
both to the Fathers and the Defcendants from’em, 
we muft rank all prefumptuous Offenders who Sin 
with an high Hand, and are not afraid to exprefs 
their avow’d Contempt of Gods Laws, by an open 
and audacious violation of them. 

Again, 2dly, Whereas it is faid in the Text, 
that God will vifit the Sins of the Fathers upon the 
Children, this Vilitation muft be underftood to im- 
ply no-wmore than the infliction of Temporal Evils 
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only. For a the Virtues of Parents, how emi- 
nent foever, will not be imputed for Righteonf= 
nefs to a degenerate and wicked Pofterity : So nei- 
ther will their Vices, if they fhould prove no lefs 
Notorious, be matter of Condemnation to them, 
any otherwife than as they fhall provoke Gods 
Vengeance, by prefuming to tread in the fame 
crooked Paths. ; : be 

Nay, he is fo far from vifiting the Sins of the Fa- 
thers upon the Children in thisS nfe, that he makes 
thofe temporal Evils, that befal em on the account 
of their Parents Sins, highly fubfervient to the at- 
tainment of that greater Good, which will be the 
Reward of their own Virtues, in another and far bet- 
ter Life, For we know that all things work toge- 
ther for good to them that love God ; Rome 8.28, 
and therefore even the AffliGiions, according to 
the Apoftles true meaning in that place, which 
may attend them in the courfe of his Providence, 
always for wife, juft and importeat Ends. . 

What has been fiid in relation to Gods vifiting, 
after the mannér defcribed by us, the Sims of he 
Fathers upon the Children, is equally applicable to 
Vifitations of a more Publick or Private Nature ; 
that is, of Natiodal Offences committed by mul- 
titudes of Perfons, and deferving to be vifitedon 
fucceeding Generations. For the Punifhments of 
this kind infliGed on Communities of Men, as fuch, 
are always Temporal Judgments 3 very gri€vous 
indeed, in fome Cafes, isto their quality and du- 
yation : but yet fuch as are capable of being im- 
prov'dto the prefent and future Advantage of a 
People, difpos’d to make a tight and profitable 
ufe of ’em. : : 

And to procesd yet farther, even the Temporal 
Evils denounced by God in the Text againft the. 
Of {pring of notorioufly wicked Parents, are there 
fuppos’d (erdinarily at leaft) to extend no aon 
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than to the third and fourthGeneration of them that 
Hate him; which period-of Time is therfore coa- 
ceiv’d to be mention’d, to fatisfy us, that God pri- 
marily aud more efpecially defigns to punifh Sin in the 
immediate Authors of it ; lince it may be pre- 
fum’d, and is often true in Fa@, that wicked Pa- 
rents may live to fee themfelves thus punifh’d in 
thofe that come out of their Loins ; whereas, on 
the contrary, the GoodnefS of Almighty God, is 
fuch an everbalizece to his vindictive Juftice, that 
he has likewife declar’d, That He will fhew Mer- 
cy uato Thoufands of them that love him, and keep his 
Commandments. . f 
_. Add to this,. That the temporal Curfe pro- 
nouncd inthe Text, muft ordinarily be allow’d 
to be Conditional only; that is, to take place no 
otherwife, than.as wicked Parents fhall continue 
obftinate in the Practice or Defence of thofe Sins, 
by which they had provok’d the Divine Venge- 
ance; which Condition it muft be confefs’d, may 
be fuperfeded by a thorough Repentance ; and 
whenit is fo, it may pleafe God to refpit the Bx- 
ecution of his Sentence, or to mitigate, as there 
fhall be fufficient Reafon, the Severity of it. 
Laffly, For.a morce clear and full Vindication 
of the Juftice of Gods proceeding, in vifiting, 
upon fome {pecial Occafions, the Sizs of the Fa- 
thers upon the Children, twill be neceflary, that we 
confider farther the Cheratter and Qualifications of 
thofe Perfons, upon whom he determines to Vi- 
fit in the manner above mention’d, the Sins of 
their Forefathers. For we muft not imagine that 
he punithes even with Temporal Evils (accord- 
ing to the ufual Methods of his Providence) the 
Sins of guilty Parents on a guiltle/s Off-{pring. 
For in fuch~ Cafes, that of the Prophet Exeksel 
holds true (not in reality interfering with Do- 
Grine of the Text) that the Son fhail not beat 
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the Iniquity of the Father; which is ‘God’ Al 
mighty’s anfwer, by the Mouth of ‘his Prophet, 
‘to thofe Fews, who had taken up that abfur’d Pro- 
verb, in derogation to his Juftice; The Fathers 
have eaten fower Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth are 
fet on Edge.- Ezek. 18. 2.27. 0289 oD ee) aa 
On the other Hand, there are feveral ways by 
which the De/cendants from'a wicked Stock may 
make the Guilt originally contracted by their Fa-. 
thers, in fome meafure their Own 5 Either by tread- 
ing in the Steps of their Anceftors, which is not 
unwfual, confidering the powerful influence of 
their bad Principles and Examples, ftrongly in- 
clining ’em to fuch an Imitation; by which and 
‘other means, Family Vices, as well as Difeafes, be- 
come hereditary; Or by prefuming to jufféfy and 
defend, orto palliare and leffen the malignity of 
the Tranfgreffions committed by them 5 Or yet 
farther, by not bumbling their Souls, under ajaft 
and lively Senfe of the heinoufhefS of ’em 5 Or 
laftly, by fome perfonal Crimes of their own, no 
lefS notorious, which may juftly provoke God to 
take occafion from thence to vifit both their own 
and. the Iniqnity of ther Parents upon.’em. ‘In 
which feveral Cafes, we have no reafon to arraign 
the Juftice of Gods Dealings with Mankind) if, in 
purfuance of the folemn Declaration made in the 
Text, he fhould wifit the Sins-of the Eathers uporthe 
Coildren, even unto the third and fourth Generation of 
them that HATE him, oO T0% IOS tO 
Efpecially, if we proceed to add farther, ‘what 
was more fully made‘out, whder'my former Head, 
That thofe Judgments.of God, how fevere foever, 
may aiways be improw'd to thé Speritual,” and of- 
ten Tempéral Advantage of thofé on whom ‘they 
Tight, if they are nomwanting=to. themfelves” in 
snaking a proper wfe of °emrs, which is fovevident- 
ly true ia Batt,.that ‘Temporal Bvilsiare fome- 
er $ , ; ; : ig times 
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times the Only means, under God, of reclaiming 
Societies of Men, as well as prsvate Perfons, from 
the Guilt of the moft daring and - prefumptious 
Sins. Phe of 

For thefe and other weighty Reafons, if not- 
withftanding what has been*urg’d, there fhould 
arife fome particular Cafes, which will:not fo ea= 
fily come wader the Rules laid down: We may 
conclude however in general, that God vweither 
ws, nor would appear to be unrighteous, were all 
the Reafons of his Providence fally known to us. 
On the contrary we ought (as we are taught) to 
believe of His Righteoufnefs; That ie 2 like the 
great Mountains: that is, for the moft part eafy to 
be feen like them, avd to be difcern’d even afar 
off; tho’ it fometimes happens, That his ways are 
pat finding out, and his Fudgments like'the great Deep, - 
not tobe fathomd. 

Having thus gone through the genera] Do@- 
rine of my Text, and freed it from the Excepti- 
ons, to which it may feem to Jie open: Proceed 
we now to apply more clofely what has been faid 
to our felves, by fhewing what reafon we have to 
believe, that the great and crying Sin, under a 
ferious and devout Senfe of which, we are now 
humbliag our Souls, is ove of thofe which God 
has been pleas’d already, and he only knows how 
Jong he will ftill plea/e, to vifit on the People of 
this Nation and their Pofterity. 

‘We are here met together to commemorate 
the Vertues, and to lament the Misfortunes of 
one of the beftof PRINCES, falling a Sacri-- 
fice to the brutifh Rage, moft amazing Infolence, 
and waparalePd Cruelty, of his own Perfidious and 
-Mercilefs Subjects. 

The Perfons, more immediately concern’d in 
this Bloody Tragedy, were not fome few Sons of 
Belial only’; it was the joint performance of many 
i Lae an smalls - "Thoufands 
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Thoufands of Perfons, clofely confederate toge- 
ther, and each of ’em contributing his fhare to- | 
watds the contrivance’, the carryig on, and at 
Yength final Accomplifhment of that furprizingly 
wicked Work. ety eR ry “a 
Upon which account, if it be jaft in God under 
fome fpecial Circumftances, to vifit one Man’s 
Sin (of a more deep dye) on himfelf, and his Po- 
fterity after him ; it muft be allow'd to be more 
evidently fo, that the complicated Guilt of fuck 
yaft Numbers of Men, fhould not center in thofe — 
Perfons only, but by Gods appointment fhould ~ 
defcend to Generations of Men, that were after- 
wards to be born. Efpecially if we proceed to © 
take a curfory view of the Wickednefs now be- 
fore us, in fome of its Circumftances, and De- 
grees of Ageravations, in which Multitudes of 
Perfons of all Ranks and Conditions were known, © 
in open Defiance of Gods Laws, and of the moft fo- 
demn Oaths of. Duty and Allegiance, to have wil- 
fully interefled themfelves. Ae a 
_ Among the Sins of a more malignant and high- 
iy provoking Nature, whichthe Scriptures informs 
us, God has vifited on the Progeny of wicked Pa- - 
rents: We find the Sins of Rebellion againft God, 
of open and notorious Oppreflion, and above all,that 
of Blood, frequently mention’d, as juftly deferving to 
be vifited after fo fevere and uzufala manner; All 
which Crimes were manifeft Ingredients of that 
National Offence, which wasopenly committed 
againft che Perfon of our then Lawful Sovereign. 
For next to an Invafion of the Throne of God, 
which was the Gafe of the Apoftate Angels, one 
of the moft fignal Ads of Prefumption in Men, 
is, their infulting the Majefty of Kings, who are 
Gods immediate Vice-Gerents on Earth, By mhows 
alone they Reign and Decree Fuftice, Preyi:8. 15 
from whom they receive their Authority, and de- 
it TE 
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ve a Sacrednefs on their Perfons. For where the 
ord of a King is, fays Solomon, there is Power, and 
ho may fay unto him, what doeft thou? Ec. 8. 4, 
The fiercenefs of the Sons of Violence did not 
op here, but they further prefum’d to invade: 
the Rights of the fupreme Magiftrate, who was. 
the Fountain of Juftice; To caft him out of his 
Vineyard by Force and Ufurpation, and at length 
(unreftrain’d by the moft facred Ties of Duty) 
to ftretch forth their Hands, to deftroy the Lord's 
Anointed. 

To render the Guilt of which horrid Fa&, not 
to be paralell’d in the Hiftory of former Ages, yet 
more flagrant : Religion was made a Cloak for the 
Commiflion of it, and God himfelf a Party in the 
Formation and Execution of that-black Defign; _ 
notwithftanding bis avow’d abhorrence of Blood- 
thirfty Men, and his tender Concern for thofe who 
bear his own Image and Superfcription. = 

Add tothis, That the Breath of our Noftrils, the 
Anointed of the Lord,was.not only thus taken in their 
Pits, but we were likewife depriv’d of fucha Per 
fon of whom we faid, that is, all fuch as enter- 
tain’d a juft Senfe of his incomparable Vertues 
faid, We {hail be [afe under his Shaddow. Lam. 4.20. 

For what bleffed Advantages might not a Peo- 
ple have hop’d for, and fecurly promis’d them- 
felves, under the Protection of a Prince of fuch 
exemplary Wifdom and Goodnefs, who fet God al- 
ways before his Face, whofe Prayers and innume- 
rable good. Deeds would have come up for 4 Afe~ 
morial before him, and in return would have broughe 
down the moft valuable Bleflings, and have en- 
tald’em on thefe Kingdoms? However fuch a 
Prince, fo richly adorn’d with fo many publick and 
-private Vertues, fo highly deferving to Live and 

Reign in the Hearts of his Subje@s, was by God’s 
Permiffion, given up as a Prey to thofe who 
t ap: were 
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were the moft unworthy of Ais and the Divine 
Protection, AVR ty Syne 

All.thefe Things confiderd, furely the Wicked-. | 
nefs of our Fore-fathers was.above meafare Sinful 
and ast has been already vifited on the People of 
this aad, more or lefs from the time.of its Com- 
miffion: So may it ftill deferve to be, if,» by a fe-. 
riousiRepentance, and by/bringing forth fuitable | 
Fruits, they not endeavour to appeafe the Divine — 
Wrath.: In order to which end, I comeinthe laft . 
place to lay down fome Direftions neceflary tobe _ 
cbferv’d. by us to prevent’ a farther Vifitation of | 
this aational Siz upon us and our Pofterity. © _ 

It nas already been made out under my firft 
Head, Vhat it is highly juft in God to vifit the Sins | 
of Progenitors upon fuch an Off-fpring, as fhall pre- — 
fume to fill up the meafure of their Iniquity,; and, - 
to transfer the Guilt of them, in fome Degree, on. 
themfelves, either by treading exad@tly in the fame 
Steps}\ by yu/tifying or diminifhing the Crimes com- | 
mitted iby them :'or by vot duly humbling their Souls 
under a lively Senfe of the heinoufuels, of them : 
or yet farther, by the additional Guilt of their 
own perfonal Impieties, no lefS notorious in them- ~ 
felves and’ dufpleafing to Almighty God. Upon 
which reveral Accounts, it greatly concerns the , 
Sinfyul:People of this Generation, many of whom 
have trfome of the ways above-mention’d, made . 
the Guile of the Royal Martyrs Blood their Own, 
ta,bewate of entailing {till the Curfe of God on. 
themfelves, and thofe in after Ages, by continu- 
idgunésreform’d by the ftroke of his Vengeance. . 

TheTextaccquaints us, That God Almighty is 
fo jealous-of his Honour, as to vilit the Sins of no- ° 
torioufly wicked Parents upon their Children, even 
unto thethird and fourth Generation of them that 
HATE him ;, beyond which period of time, we 
cannot be aflur'd, that he will not vifit Sins of a 
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more Extenfive and Complicated Guilt 5 as.a{l Nati- 
onal Offences, committed: in open Defiance. of. his 
Majefty, that Branch of it in particular, which 
is ftamp’t onthe Perfons of Kings, muft be al- 
low’d to be. "Tis ot hard to conceive, that-the 
many difmal Confequences, naturally ifluing from 
this Days Tranfgreflion, may extend to Ages and 
Generations of Men yet to come. Rar 

In the mean time, we are to confider, that, the 
number of Years determin’d in the Text, for God 
Almighties vfitmng, in an Ordinrry way, the Sizs of 
the Fathers upon the Children, is not yet expird-; 
which Confideration, as we tender our-owa im- 
mediate Welfare, and that of thofe who ftand in 
neareft Relation tous, ought to bea powerful Mo- 
tive, to taife in us fuch a Godly Sorrow for this. 
Days Offence, as fhall work in us 4 Repewtance not 
to be Repented of ; which Repentance if ,it anfwers 
that Charaéer, muft bear fome Proportion to the 
heinoufnefs of the Crime committed ;.confequent- 
ly, What Carefulne/s ought it not to work in us, what 
clearing of our Selves, yea what Indignation, yea what 
Fear, yea what vehement Defire, yea what Zeal, yea 
phat Revenge? That fo-we may endeavour each of 
thofe ways to approye our felves in fome meafure 
clear in that Matter. PORN DDC 
in purfnance of which great End. ofthis: Days 
Annual Solemnity, Jn/tead of making it. a Day. of 
Rejoicing, and Celebrating it with moff Prophane 
Songs of Triumph: Let.us look upon.it to,be, 
what it really isin it felf, 2 Day of Trouble, jRe- 
buke and Bla{phemy ; Inftead of Solemnizing its Re- 
turn (after the impious Manner of fome) mish 
Feaftings: let us humble; our Souls after a Godly 
fort, with Prayers, Supplications, and Faftings >, Iz- 
ftead of detra&ting from the HeroickVertues of that 
moft Religious and Wife. PRINCE, let his Me-. 
mory be eyer Precious among us, and his Exem- 


al phary 


(Citas, bis 
plary Goodnefs be fingled out asa moft fafe and 
glorious Pattern for our Imitation. | 

Mott efpecially, /et the furprizing Wickednefs 
of this Day, raife in us a juft Deteftation of thofe 
pernieious Doétrines which made way for it; That 
of the Lawfulnefs of Rebellion in particular , 
which the Scriptures reprefent to be, «as the Sin of 
Witchcraft, a kind of Combination with the In- 
fernal Powers of Darknefs, . however palliated or 
defended of late; 1 had almoft faid, made a nece/- 
fary Duty; On the contrary, Jet it infpire us with 
a juftand grateful Senfe of the many Obligations 
we are under, to e/fzem very highly, and to obey 
with the greateft Chearfalnefs, the Powers that are 
now fet over us by God, 

Weare all of us, ’tis to be hop’d, fo entirely 
fatisfied of the fincere Intentions of our moft Gra- 
cious Sovereign, to promote the true and iaftingd 
Intereft of her Kingdoms, by the moft fafe anr 
warrantable Methods, that we fhould render ou 
felves highly inexcufable, fhould we endeavour to 
fruftrate thofe good Defigns, by zor readily concar- 
ring with, Or by any Aés of Undutifulnefs towards 
Her. Whatever Apprehenfions we may ftill have 
of Popery and Arbitrary Power, if there be any 
jut Grounds for Fears of that kind, they cannot 
now be pretended to fpring from the Throne, but 
are to be refolv’d into the reftlefs Endeavours of 
Fadtious Spirits, fworn Enemies te Monarchy, and 
to the continuance of an Epifcopal Church. 

Laftly, Inftead of Excujing, Fuftifying and Ap- 
plauding the Wickednefs-of our Foreiathers, which 
gave Birth'to this days memorable Solemnity, let 
us humbly implore theA fliftance of Ged’s reftrain- 
ing Grace to keep us'back, not only from treading 

in their Steps, but from making the leaft Ap- 
roaches that way ; A Caution very neceffary to be 
added to the Directions before given, — 


: ie Te a 
‘Imay prefume to fay, will be the moft effeQuat 
Means, under God, of freeing us from the fad 
Effect of the remaing Guilt of Thar, and of plas 
cing us out of the reach of the like Offence. 
- For how many Perfons,unhappilyinvolv’d in this 
Days Tranfgreflion, were infenfibly led on to that 
higheft pitch of Wickednefs, by gradually imbi- 
bing the Principles, and engaging in the Practices 
tending toit; and after they had gone too great 
Lengths, by putting it out of their Power to re- 
trieve the falfe and dangerous Steps taken by *em? 
When the Prophet Elifha was commiffion’d by 
God to forewarn Hazael of the Evil he would cer- 
tainly do, in no long time after to the Children of 
Tfrael, by Setting their rong Helds on Fire, by flaying 
their young Men with the Sword, by dafhing their Chil- 
dren, and ripping up their Women with Child: The 
Anfwer he return’d to the Prophet upon the de-- 
livery of that Meflage, was, Js thy Servant Dog, 
that he fhould do this great Thing ? Had the fame 
Warning been given,the fame Anfwer would doubt- 
lefs have been return’d by many of thofe Perfons 
‘that were Inftrumental in bringing the fore Evils 
on this Church and Nation, which were the Na- 
tural and FadicialConfequences of this daysOffence. 
Had they been told even by a Meffenger from 
Heaven, that the Methods taken by ’em for the re- 
drefling of fome pretendend Grievances, would 
certainly be attended with Confequences far more 
intolerable; That their Petitions and Remonftrances 
would be improv’d into open Rebellion againft their 
lawful Sovereign, and the Effect of that Rebellion 
neg be, the Dethrozing and Murder of their 
PRINCE, after a manner unheard of in former 
Ages: Upon the mention of fuch things, they 
would have exprefs’d the like abhorrence of thofe 
Barbarous and moft Inhumane A&s, as Hazael did. 
However, both He- and They by hardening them- 
SUN Ke cays : & felves 


7 


¢ 16 Sau sa 
felves more and more in Sin, wereat lenzth prea 
vail’d upon to, be far more Wicked than ieenly fer. 
others,or they thought it poflible for themfelves to be. 


Ont of a full perfuafion of this Truth, maynone — 
of us, of what Rank or. Station aa ” think our | 
felves roo Wife to be caution’d againit Sins of fo. 
Prefumptuous and dangerous a kind, or too Good, 
to ftand in need of {0 feafonable an Admonition. 
There is a time when. the moft knowing Perfon_ 
may faffer himfelf to be mifled by thofe who are — 
more thoroughly vers'd in the Art of Déciving ; 
and, when, Men of honeft and fincere Intentions 
may be over-reacht by thofe, who neither intend,. » 
defire, nor are to be preyail’d upon by any Ties 
whatever, to-do wel}..Agziaft the fecret, Attempts - 
of Pe;fons of fuch dangerous Defigns, and of fo — 
infamous a CharaGer, we muft fertify our Souls, — 
by keeping at the greatelt diftance from the Infe- — 
ation {pread by ems applying thofe Words of the — 
Patriarh.to our felves, O my Soul come not thouinto—— 
their Secrets, uato.their Affembly, mine Honour be not 
‘thou united |. ad GR EP 6 PY 
. If we thus improve, to our fpiritual Advantage — 
the unhappy Occafion of our aflembling together ~ 
at this time,..we may reafonably hope, that God. 
will lay afide the fiercenefS of his jult ! ifpleafure, 
and fuffer himfelf at eet tebe sjtreated for. 
the Land; ‘Thar he will reftore ii nBappolated 
Time, after the effafion,of much Chriftian Blood, 
Peace within Her Walls, and Plemeoufnels within Her 
Palaces ,:. That he will give a timely Check tot 
urxaturai Divifions that do now rage among u 
te that Spitit.of Atheifm, Irreligion and Pr 
ne’, which fo vifibly infelts the Ch 5 
Joa word, thathe will wath away t Gal 
DaysSia, and of all our other Tranfgreflions, i, 
the Blood of his dear. Son; which Blgod we know — 
fpeaketh better thiags, than that of AGele 
Now to Ged the Father, God the Son, &G 
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